Welcome to Year 1!


Year 1 have made an excellent start to the new academic year and all the children have been enthusiastic for the start of their new learning adventures.

The Year 1 staff are:
· Mrs Gardiner - class teacher Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday AM and Friday. 
· Miss Windle - class teacher on Wednesday afternoons and Thursday. 
· Mrs Gilbey– class teaching assistant 

PE times
We will be having PE on Tuesday afternoons and Thursday afternoons. Please can children come to school wearing their PE kit. If you forget for any reason, the children will still do PE.  
Timetable
This term, we are focussing on settling the children, working on social skills and transitioning from Reception to KS1. We are teaching Phonics, Literacy and Maths in the mornings Monday – Friday. In the afternoons, we are teaching Foundation Subjects which encompass History, Geography, Science, PSHE, RE, Music, ICT, Art & Design. The children have access to literacy and maths-based activities throughout the day. This term the children also have access to Continuous Provision within their Busy Learning slots in the timetable. 
Phonics & Spelling
In keeping with the Department for Education’s guidelines on the teaching of Phonics and reading (which requires all schools to use an accredited scheme of work) we are using an exciting new programme of Phonics and reading teaching which has been designed to get all children to meet or exceed the expected standard in the Year 1 Phonics Screening check. 
We will be teaching phonics daily and providing catch up sessions for any children at risk of falling behind. We will be reading regularly in school using books which have been written by some of the country’s leading experts to allow the children to practise their fluency and comprehension. 
We will also provide plenty of practice of tricky words (words which cannot be decoded phonetically). We will be checking the children’s correct spelling of these words in their writing. We have taken the decision not to have weekly spelling tests as we have found that these provide limited benefit and we can use the time more effectively on reading practice. If we feel it is necessary, we will send words home with children for some additional practice at home. 
We will be sending children home with a reading book which they will be able to read to you at home with 95% fluency. This may seem to you as though the book is too easy, but the key point is to give children time to practice the sounds and letters which they have been taught in school. The latest research shows that the more children practice newly taught letters and sounds, the more effectively they will become embedded in the long-term memory. In addition to this fully decodable book, they will have a book from school which they can read with you, or they are welcome to choose a book at home. We would recommend reading with your child for 5 or 10 minutes every day. 
Handwriting

We will be teaching handwriting throughout the week in focussed lessons. Following on from the progress children have made in Reception, we will be teaching the children to form their letters in print-form in letter families (letters which have similar formation) and when we are sure that letter formation is secure and consistent, we will be moving the children onto cursive handwriting (joined up letters). This may not happen in Year 1 but is mostly likely to be in place by the end of Year 2. At this age, children commonly form their letters in reverse and get certain letters confused. This usually sorts itself out by the end of Year 1. Children who are finding handwriting challenging will receive extra handwriting support.
Class Rules

As a class we agreed on a few rules that the children will aim to stick to:
· Listen when the teachers are talking
· Be ready for learning 
· Work hard and try our best 
· Be kind and respectful 

Class Dojo
In Year 1, as per the rest of the school, we use Class Dojo. You will have received the QR code to join and login to our class page. Children can earn Dojos throughout the week for ‘over and above’ behaviour. For example, if we have noticed them being especially kind or independent, they will earn a Dojo. We will tailor the incentives as we go through the year, depending on what skills we want to focus on. We will also be uploading pictures of activities and pieces of work throughout the year. Please do log in and have a look around and we’d love to receive your likes and comments. 
Trips

We will give ample warning in advance of any school trips or visitors. 
Drop off and Pick up
A member of the KS1 team will be at the playground door to greet the children as they come in. Please pass any notes or messages to this member of staff. We will be releasing the children from the front fire door directly from the classroom. Please wait in the KS1 garden until you are asked to come through to the reception garden. While in the reception garden please ensure that the provision is not played with as it will be set up for the Reception children the following day. wait in the KS1 garden. Please bear with us – it will take us a couple of weeks to get to know who belongs to who! If your child is being picked up by someone else, you must inform us in the morning preferably via a note. If you have a regular childcare arrangement, please just inform the office and we will take note. 
Thank you in advance for your help and support and I am really excited for the coming year!
Kind regards,
Mrs Gardiner 
