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BLUE PETER BADGE 

We all grew up watching Blue Peter and we would like every child 

to work towards getting a Blue Peter badge. There is a wide variety 

of badges from music to reading, from sports to green badge and     

of course the prestigious gold badge. If your child achieves one of 

these badges, they can wear them into school and we will share 

their success in assembly.  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

February 

2nd: Reception NCMP 

2nd: Y2 @ Windsor Castle 

6th: Mix Up Maths Day 

10th: Safer Internet Day 

12th: Y4 Dance Festival 

13th: Break Up 

23rd: Return to School 

23rd: OPAL Play Date @ 2.15pm 

March 

5th: World Book Day 

5th: PTA Storytelling Night 

6th: Report Cards Out 

10th: Parents Evening 

12th: Parents Evening 

16th: Neurodiversity Celebration 

Week 

20th: Everybody Writes Day 

20th: Red Nose Day 

21st: World Down Syndrome Day 

24th: Easter Service 

25th: Rocksteady Concert @ 

1.30pm 

26th: Sponsored Elephant Run 

for Thames Hospice  

27th: Y3 Swimming Finishes 

27th: Easter Bonnet Parade 

27th: Break Up @ 2.15pm 

April 

13th: Inset Day 

14th: Return to School 

21st: Governors In School Day 
 

EVENTS NEXT WEEK  

JANUARY 
 

Tuesday 27th: 

* Y6 @ Holdenby House 

Friday 30th: 

* Y3 Swimming 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

MRS REEKIE’S MESSAGE 

Gosh what a wet week we have had! School is gorgeous in the sunshine but 

very muddy when it is wet!! Can you please make sure that your children have 

outdoor shoes and coats in school so that they can go on the field, play in    

puddles, dig in the mud kitchen without getting the rest of the school dirty. 

Thank you. However, there are definite signs of spring around the school - fingers 

crossed we have dry weather soon! 

THAMES HOSPICE ART TRAIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school wants to raise money for a local charity; Thames Hospice. This    

amazing charity helps people who are ill and cannot get better. They do all of 

this for free but that comes at a price. They rely on the help of donations and 

support from the local area which is where we come in. Thames Hospice has 

challenged us to raise £1,300. The money gets us a small ceramic elephant to 

decorate as a school; the elephant then becomes part of a fabulous art trail 

during the summer. After the art trail has finished, we get to keep our elephant 

at the school for everyone to see. To raise money, we have decided to do an 

elephant run. If you remember 2 years ago, we had a reindeer run in aid of 

Thames Hospice, so that is why we are doing an elephant run. This exciting 

event will happen on Thursday 26th March. A sponsorship form will be sent 

home where you can sponsor your child for every lap. If we raise £1,500 Mrs 

Reekie will dress up as an elephant for the elephant run! We hope you look                     

forward to this event. Thank you.             By Flo & Minnie, Year 6 

RSPB - BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH 2026 

We have asked all the children to take part in the Big Garden      

Birdwatch this weekend. All you need to do is choose 1 hour and 

sit and record which birds and how many birds you see. It could 

be in your garden, local park, windowsill  - then upload your results 

on the RSPB website. Let's see if we can get everyone doing it! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

OPAL 

OPAL continues to support learning through play, encouraging creativity, teamwork, and problem 

solving outside the classroom. We are now on the look out for the following den building equipment.  

As always, we would be very grateful for any items you are able to donate. Thank you. 
 

 Tarpaulins (any size)    Old bedsheets or large fabric pieces 

 Rope, string or paracord    Pegs or clips (washing line pegs are perfect!) 

 Bamboo canes or lightweight poles  Cardboard boxes (large & sturdy) 

 Pool noodles or foam tubing   Ground sheets or old picnic blankets 

 Reusable cable ties     Old curtains or netting 

                    Miss G, OPAL Lead 

KS2 SPEED STACKING FESTIVAL 

On Tuesday 20th January we visited Altwood school to take part in a speed stacking festival. If you’re 

wondering what speed staking is here is some information about it! Speed stacking is when you stack 

cups in a certain order as fast as you can. There were ten stations and we did different activities with 

cups. We did jumbo stack, speed stacking bingo and lots more. It was very fun and exciting. We had 

the best day ever!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                 By Poppy & Dhaya, Year 4 

NEW DRUM & GUITAR TEACHER  

Lessons starting Tuesday 27th January 

PARENT GOVERNOR 

You should all have seen the communication regarding the parent governor post. The                                              

nominations will close on Tuesday 3rd February at 3pm. If you have not received the                                                

communication but are interested, please contact clerk@cookhamdean.org 

YEAR 1 MILESTONES MUSEUM 

Today, Year 1 visited Milestones Living History Museum to learn about Victorian games and toys.  
 

“I enjoyed our trip today and I thought the pig was noisy.” Arabella                                                                     

“Our favourite part of today was playing all the games such as playing pick up sticks.” Lucas & Charlie    

“I really enjoyed our school trip today and my favourite part was the hopscotch.” Pera 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

NEW CLUB REMINDER 

The 6 Rs - CHAMPION OF THE WEEK! 

Each week we celebrate children across the school who have encompassed a number of our values: 

Readiness, Reflective, Resourcefulness, Resilience, Responsibility and Respect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Year 2 

Arabella 

Year 3 

William 

Year 5 

Axel 

Year 6 

Ayva 

Year 4 

Maya 

Year 1 

Everyone 

SMART ENERGY SHOW 



 

Each week we will be letting you know in this newsletter, a snapshot of what the children have been 

learning in class. For an overview of the term’s work, please go to the class pages on our website 

where you will find more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

 

This week in Reception the children have learned more digraphs in their Phonics 

and have been applying these new sounds to their reading and writing. We 

have also really been working hard on our Tricky word spellings. In Literacy we 

have continued working on our new book 'Brown Bear Brown Bear' by Bill Martin 

Jr. and have learned about using descriptive language to write about our        

favourite animals. In Maths we have revisited learning about 1 more and 1 less, 

subitising to 5 and recapping number bonds to five. In PSED the children have 

started a new topic and this week we focused on our listening skills by being 

able to listen to a story carefully and retell the favourite parts of the story. The 

children listened to Goldilocks and the Three Bears and created their own story 

boards.  

 

Year 1 Year 1 have had a busy and exciting week of learning. In English, the children 

wrote their own stories, using their imaginations and working hard on their ideas 

and sentences. In maths, we explored the number line, learning how it works 

and estimating where different numbers belong. The children showed great               

enthusiasm and confidence as they shared their thinking and supported one 

another. We also had so much fun on our school trip to Milestones Museum, 

where we learned about the toys and games that people played with in the 

past. We really enjoyed taking turns and playing all the different games.  

 

Year 2 The children have been learning about the four main sentence types in English 

and have shown fantastic understanding and recall. In RE, they impressed us 

with how much they remembered about Judaism and the thoughtful way they 

shared their ideas. In Art, the children have been getting creative by exploring 

different textures and designing their own patterns. These will be used as the 

starting point for some exciting collage work later in the topic. A great week in 

Year 2!  

 

https://www.cookhamdean.org/class-pages/
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Year 3 

 

Year 3 have had a great week. In English, we have been using speech marks to 

show direct speech in our writing and thinking about other words we could use 

instead of 'said.' In Maths, we have worked really hard at dividing 2-digit                   

numbers by 1-digit numbers. In Science, we conducted an experiment to test 

which surfaces and materials best reflected light and in Geography we                     

compared maps from the past and present of Cookham to see how our local 

area has changed. 

 

Year 4 

 

 

We have had a very busy week. In maths we have been learning how to                   

multiply and divide by 10 and 100 and apply this skill in problem solving. In                 

English, we have started our reading lessons with our new book, Call me Lion 

and have started to think about describing the characters from our writing 

book, Pugs of the Frozen North. In science we have carried out experiments to 

explore one of the states of matter-gas. We have also been practising for our 

dance festival and have shown lots of resilience when changes were made.  

 

Year 5 It has been a lovely week in Year 5. In maths, the children have been showing 

resilience to subtract fractions from mixed numbers. This was tricky as they had 

to break into a whole. In English, the children have been writing narratives 

based on an ice palace. In RE, we have started exploring Sikhism and                               

understanding the significance of the Mool Mantra. I hope everyone has a  

nice weekend. 

 

Year 6 Year 6 have had a busy and exciting time across the curriculum this week. 

In Science, pupils have been developing their classification skills by creating 

classification trees. They explored this concept in creative ways, using                          

chocolate, as well as studying how birds and butterflies can be grouped based 

on their characteristics. In RE, the children have been thinking deeply and 

thoughtfully about big questions. They explored Humanism and learned about 

the Big Bang as an alternative explanation to the creation story in Genesis 1, 

comparing different worldviews with maturity and respect. Our Literacy lessons 

have focused on dialect and descriptive writing. The children have produced 

fantastic atmospheric narratives inspired by the mysterious setting of an ice             

palace, using vivid language to engage the reader. 
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