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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

November 

11th: Remembrance Service @ 

10.45am 

11th: Y2 @ Reading Museum 

11th: Lunchtime 25 Challenge 

for Children In Need 

14th: Children In Need - Wear 

Something Spotty! 

20th: Y6 @ Science Museum 

22nd: Lions Talent Show 

30th: Families@4 

December 

9th: KS1 Nativity @ 6pm 

11th: Christmas Jumper Day 

11th: Christmas Lunch 

16th: Reception Nativity @ 2pm 

17th: Rocksteady Concert @ 

1.30pm 

18th: Carol Service @ 2pm 

19th: Santa Singalong @ 1pm 

19th: Break Up @ 2.15pm 
 

EVENTS NEXT TERM  

NOVEMBER 
 

Monday 3rd: 

* Return to School 

Friday 7th: 

* SEN Parent Support Group @ 

8.45am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MRS REEKIE’S MESSAGE 

Well done to all the children that took part in the Cookham Dean Primary 

School talent show. The finalists and going through to represent our school at 

the Maidenhead Lions talent show in November are Minnie (Year 6), Thomas 

(Year 3) and Emily (Year 5). All the children were amazing and showed such 

confidence and talent. We are very proud of you all.   
 

It has been an amazing first term at school. We hope you have a lovely week off 

and look forward to seeing everyone on Monday 3rd November. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

This month each class has been studying a special person who has 

shown resilience in overcoming prejudice and racism - from Mary 

Seacole in Reception to Aretha Franklin in Year 6. Each class 

shared their learning with the whole school in our assembly - well 

done to those children who spoke confidently. 

ALL ABOUT FAMILY  

Click HERE for the autumn edition of All About Family - the free digital magazine 

aimed at giving parents valuable information for their children.   

ATTENDANCE 

We are aiming to keep our weekly attendance above 95%.                                          

This week’s attendance is 96%.  

✨ PTA ✨ 

Following our AGM, I’m delighted to share that the PTA raised just over £33,000 

last year! A huge thank you to all parents, carers and families for your time,     

energy and support - we truly couldn’t do it without you. 

It was a pleasure to be able to say “yes” to every funding request the school 

made, helping to provide the extras that make Cookham Dean such a special 

place for our children. 

We’re now looking ahead to another exciting half term, kicking off with Bingo 

Night, the Panto trip, and of course our Christmas Tree Sales and Big Christmas 

Raffle - all firm favourites in the school calendar! 

If you’d like to get more involved (even in tiny, one-off ways), we would love to 

have you on board. There’s a role for everyone - bakers, ticket-sellers,                              

tidy-uppers, creative-minds, admin-elves and raffle-wranglers included! Come 

and say "hello". 

Thank you once again for being part of such a supportive school community. 

Here’s to another great year ahead!                                                  

                Pippa Jeans, PTA Chair 

                      REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 

We will be holding our own Remembrance Service at school on   

Tuesday 11th November at 10.45. Please join us for this special                  

service if you would like to. 

http://www.allabout-family.co.uk/national-magazine


MAIDENHEAD BOUNDARY WALK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

CHILDREN IN NEED 

FRIDAY 14TH NOVEMBER 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children, you can help raise money by: 

1. Tuesday 11th November - Lunchtime 25 Challenge! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

£1 entry to take part in the Lunchtime 25 Challenge. 

 

Have a go at the below challenges, the winners of each challenge can choose either 25 dojos                        

or 25 house points. 

 

How many football goals can you score in 25 seconds?  

How many netball goals can you score in 25 seconds?  

How many times can you hit the tennis ball on the racket without dropping the ball, in 25 seconds?  

How many times can you write your name in 25 seconds?  

How many cream crackers can you eat in 25 seconds?  

How many times can you take off and put on your jumper in 25 seconds?  

How many smiley faces can you draw in 25 seconds?  

How many countries can you name in 25 seconds?  

 

The challenges will take place on the playground on Tuesday 11th November at lunchtime and the 

winners will be announced in celebration assembly on the Friday 14th November! 

 

2. Friday 14th November - Children in Need! 

 

Come to school wearing something spotty - hair band, socks, tie etc. £1 donation. 



 

SCHOOL NEWS 

THE BABY BANK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING CHALLENGE 

To promote reading for pleasure throughout the 

school, your child/children will be coming home 

with a 'Frightfully Good Reading Challenge.' This is 

something fun that the whole family can get     

involved with. Please return the challenge to their 

class teacher by Friday 7th November. Prizes of 

Dojos will be given to every child, with the class 

who has completed the most challenges, having 

an extra play. Good luck everyone. 

Miss Thompson, Reading Lead 

 

 

HOUSE POINTS 

Congratulations to team Topaz who are                        

currently in the lead with 501 points!  
 

DIAMOND - 465  

TOPAZ - 501  

RUBY - 410  

EMERALD - 433  

SAPPHIRE - 385  

AMETHYST - 432  

YEAR 6 MIXED FOOTBALL 

On Monday 20th, myself and eight others took 

part in the Braywick mixed football tournament. It 

was a great day we showed lots of resilience as 

we played 5 matches and didn't quite win any. 

We did show the most spirit that day by not giving 

up. The boys: Sam, Berry and Oliver were our  

goalies, they tried hard to defend. Unfortunately 

we didn't score any goals but we had great fun.  

By Bella, Year 6 



 

SCHOOL NEWS 

MAIDENHEAD’S BIG READ                                                                                                        

COMPETITION REMINDER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SCHOOL NEWS 

The 6 Rs - CHAMPION OF THE WEEK! 

Each week we celebrate children across the school who have encompassed a number of our values: 

Readiness, Reflective, Resourcefulness, Resilience, Responsibility and Respect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OPAL 

Half term has arrived and here are some simple at-home outdoor play ideas to keep little ones active, 

curious, and creative: 

• Nature treasure hunt: Collect leaves, stones, sticks, and sticks, and see how many different textures 

and colours you can find. 

• DIY obstacle course: Use whatever you have - boxes, skipping ropes, hula hoops etc - to make a fun       

challenge track. 

• Bike & scooter rides: Now’s the perfect time to practice balance and road safety in a playful way. 

• Messy sensory play: Bring out water tubs, mud kitchens, or chalks - the mess stays outside and the fun 

lasts for hours! 

We hope these ideas spark some joyful outdoor adventures at home.                          Miss G, OPAL Lead 

Year 2 

Beatrice 

Year 3 

Joey & Edie 

Year 5 

Sophie L 

Year 6 

Bella & Bowie 

Year 4 

Jax 

Year 1 

Austin 

SWIMARATHON 2026 

 

NETBALL 

On Wednesday, after school the netball team 

played a netball match against Oldfield Primary 

and won. It was our first match that we played 

and won, all the rest we sadly lost. We beat                   

them 6-3 and our player of the match was                     

Arianna. We hope to win more matches in the   

future as a team! 

By Flo, Year 6 



 

Each week we will be letting you know in this newsletter, a snapshot of what the children have been 

learning in class. For an overview of the term’s work, please go to the class pages on our website 

where you will find more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception This week in Phonics Reception have reviewed all the sounds learnt this half term. 

We have used these sounds to blend, read and spell words. In Maths we have 

continued to learn about 1,2 and 3 which has involved learning about 1 more 

and 1 less as well as partitioning. In RE we continued to learn about how                                         

different families celebrate within their religion and this week we focused on 

learning about Eid. In PSED we learned about how to keep our bodies healthy as 

well as learning about different strategies we can use to help us feel better if we 

are feeling angry, sad or fizzy. We also discussed different adjectives for angry, 

happy, sad and fizzy. Finally, we also did some learning on Black History Month 

and Mary Seacole and thought about how we are all different but should be 

treated equally. Well done Reception for an absolutely fantastic first half-term in 

school, you have all done brilliantly! Have a super half term!  

 

Year 1 Year 1 this week have continued to look at The Deep Dark Wood story. They 

have looked at putting two sentences together using the word and. In Maths we 

have been looking at addition problems and solving missing numbers. In History 

we looked at Black History Month and learnt all about Dame Kelly Holmes. We 

found out that she was in the army before she got her gold medals. We then 

looked at what we want to be when we are older.  

 

Year 2 In Maths, the children have been using practical resources to support their un-

derstanding of adding to and across the next ten, developing both confidence 

and accuracy. In English, they’ve been writing informative and engaging fact 

files about meerkats, learning how to structure non-fiction texts while discovering 

fascinating facts about these curious creatures. In RE, the class has been 

thoughtfully wrapping up their unit on "What Christians believe God is like,"        

offering some deep and reflective insights that show growing understanding 

and empathy. Well done, Year 2! 

 

https://www.cookhamdean.org/class-pages/


 

Each week we will be letting you know in this newsletter, a snapshot of what the children have been 

learning in class. For an overview of the term’s work, please go to the class pages on our website 

where you will find more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Year 3 have had a terrific week. In English, we have looked at Mae Jemison for 

Black History Month and wrote diary entries based on her trip to space! We 

have also looked at the features of a non-chronological report and used all our 

knowledge on volcanoes to create a report. In Geography, we looked at what 

an earthquake is and why they happen. We then designed our own buildings 

that we thought we survive an earthquake. 

 

Year 4 This week we have been celebrating Black History Month by writing a                          

biography about the jazz singer Louis Armstrong. In maths we have been                       

adding 4 digit numbers with one exchange. As part of our DT and English lesson 

we have written a set of instructions on how to make our own incredible crisps 

with a secret ingredient. In RE this week we were looking at why the celebration 

of Diwali is important to Hinduism and relating this celebration to other religions. 

We all hope everyone has a lovely half term break.  

 

Year 5 
 

It has been a great final week of term in Year 5. In maths, the children have 

started exploring multiplication and division, first focusing on multiples and  

common multiples. In English, the children were proactive in editing and         

improving their suspense narratives. Also, the children have enjoyed                          

researching the life of Walter Tull, one of the first black professional footballers   

in England. He had a remarkable life, which I’m sure the children would love to 

tell you about. Have a lovely half term! 

 

Year 6 A busy end to a very busy first term in Year 6. In Year 6 this week we have been 

solving problems with division including long division. We have been listening to 

and investigating Aretha Franklin as part of our Black History month. We wrote 

poems, raps and power points based on her life and legacy. We continued our 

still life photo realism in art and in PE we began modern interpretative dance 

exploring the theme of time passing. In literacy we have tackled flashbacks 

and time hopping through narrative. 
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