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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

October 

5th: Maidenhead Boundary 

Walk 

7th: Individual & Sibling Photos 

10th: World Mental Health Day 

14th: Harvest Festival 

17th: Flu Vaccination  

23rd: PTA Meeting @ 7.30pm 

24th: Break Up 

November 

3rd: Return to School 

7th: School Talent Show @ 2pm 

11th: Y1 @ Reading Museum 

20th: Y6 @ Science Museum 

22nd: Lions Talent Show 

December 

11th: Christmas Jumper Day 

11th: Christmas Lunch 

16th: Reception Nativity 

17th: Rocksteady Concert @ 

1.30pm 

18th: Carol Service @ 2pm 

19th: Santa Singalong @ 1pm 

19th: Break Up @ 2.15pm 

 

EVENTS NEXT WEEK  

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 

 

Sunday 28th: 

* Families@4 

Monday 29th: 

* SEN Parent Support Group       

@ 8.45am 

Thursday 2nd: 

* Safer Internet Day 

Friday 3rd: 

* MacMillan Coffee Afternoon   

@ 2pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MRS REEKIE’S MESSAGE 

Thank you to everyone who visited the Cookham Dean stall at the fete last 

week and a big thank you to the Year 6 children who helped to run the 'Splat 

the Rat' and 'Play Your Cards Right'. We raised £75 for school but more than that 

we enjoyed being part of the community! 
 

This week was the licensing of our new Associate Priest of the Benefice of the 

Cookhams, Reverent Sophie Troczynska. Sophie will be living in Cookham Dean 

and is very keen to work with our school. She will be taking assemblies, working 

with our Pupils 4 Praise and if you are coming to Families@4 this Sunday, you will 

see Sophie then. We welcome Sophie to our school with open arms. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

FAMILIES@4 

We are very much looking forward to seeing you this Sunday 28th September at 

4pm at St John the Baptist. Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 have been learning a 

special harvest song to sing. If you are coming, it would be great if you could 

bring in an item of food to donate to Foodshare. Please see below the foods 

they would like but I am sure that anything will be gratefully received. Please let 

the office know if you will be attending so that we can ensure we have enough 

resources prepared for the children's activity. Thank you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIFORM 

Our school uniform is a way of unifying us all and I would like the children to be 

proud to wear it. Can I please remind parents that school shoes and not trainers 

are required on non-PE days, long hair must be tied up and stud earrings only 

are allowed.  

TRIPS 

Trips are really important part of our curriculum and we are so grateful that      

parents contribute to paying for these. So that you can plan financially, please 

find attached a list of proposed trips and approximate costs for the year. There 

may be some changes to this so this is just to give you an idea.  



 

SCHOOL NEWS 

ATTENDANCE 

As a school we aim for 95% attendance across the whole school. Please try to arrange doctors, dentists 

and any medical appointments for outside of term times unless it is an emergency. Children leaving 

classes, is disruptive to other children and means your child is missing out on vital learning. Holidays 

over 5 days will incur a fine - please see the poster below for further information. Please help us to      

ensure that your child receives the best education by being in school.  
 

Can I also remind parents that if your child has been sick (vomiting or diarrhoea) they need to be off 

school for 48 hours since the last bout. This is to ensure that we do not spread any illness through our 

school. 
 

Sometimes it is difficult to decide if your child should come into school. There is an NHS website that 

can help you or for more information visit www.Patient.info 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
http://www.Patient.info


 

SCHOOL NEWS 

PTA COMPETITION 

This week the PTA delivered boxes of apples to a farm in the Chilterns to have them turned into our 

own Cookham Dean Primary School apple juice! If you go and follow the PTA social media channels - 

Instagram @cookhamdeanschoolpta / Facebook /CookhamdeanPTA - and you or your child guess 

the number of bottles we will have made, comment on our Instagram post and you / your child could 

win a bottle of school apple juice! 

OPAL 

Thank you to all the parents who joined us for the OPAL playdate! I was overwhelmed by the support 

and the thoughtful questions asked. Special thanks to my Y5 helpers - Sophie, Jamie, Willow and Axel.  

It was wonderful to see everyone enjoying themselves, and KS1 absolutely loved it. Parents really got               

involved, having chats with each other and the teachers. Any donations can be given to me or left by 

the OPAL sheds (please notify staff). I will also leave a large box at the front of school. If anything is too 

big for cars, just let me know.  

             Miss G, OPAL Lead 

MACMILLAN COFFEE AFTERNOON 

Please let the office know by Monday 29th September if you wish to join us for coffee or tea and cake 

to raise money for MacMillan on Friday 3rd October at 2pm. 

METRE MARKET 

On Friday 3rd October we will be the chosen charity receiving proceeds from Metre 

Market's weekly raffle. Head to Cookham Dean Village Hall between 8.30am - 

1.00pm to purchase a raffle ticket. At £5 each, you can be in with the chance of  

winning an incredible hamper with produce donated by their generous stallholders from local makers 

and creators. All proceeds of the raffle will go towards supporting our school. Visit the Metre Market 

website for more details.  

MAIDENHEAD BOUNDARY WALK 

Please help support intrepid walkers from across the school in their quest to complete the 

13.5 mile Maidenhead Boundary Walk on Sunday 5th October. You can also still join us, if 

you dare? It’s an amazing event, with a lovely spirit of camaraderie and all the money we 

raise will go to the PTA. Contact Becky on 07731754596 to get involved or sponsor our     

efforts with this link. 

https://www.metre-market.com/
https://www.metre-market.com/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/boundary-walk?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL


 

SCHOOL NEWS 

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 2025/26 

Well done to all the children who have put themselves forward for our many leadership roles in school. 

The following children have been chosen: 
 

School Council 

Year 2 - Oscar 

Year 3 - Noah & Blossom 

Year 4 - Toby & Zac 

Year 5 - Otis & Finn Miall 

Year 6 - Sam, Minnie, Chester, Flo & Isabella 
 

Digital Leaders 

Year 2 - Nikhil & Arabella 

Year 3 - Ben, Mia & William 

Year 4 - to be revealed next week 

Year 5 - Axel 

Year 6 - Louis, Berry & Flo 
 

Eco Warriors 

Year 2 - Audrey & Max 

Year 3 - Apolena & Sienna  

Year 4 - Chloe, Poppy & Bertie 

Year 5 - Bea & Finn Munn 

Year 6 - Bella, Arianna & Max 
 

Book Worms 

Year 2 - Aiyla & Tina 

Year 3 - Joseph W, Harvey & Alfie 

Year 4 - Margot & Evie 

Year 5 - Emily & Hal 

Year 6 - Dylan & Bowie 

 

YEAR 4 - COGGES FARM 

This week, Year 4 enjoyed a trip to Cogges Farm as part of our Geography topic. We had a brilliant 

day, identifying fruits and vegetables from the kitchen garden, making healthy vegetables crisps,    

looking at how wool from a sheep turns into the wool we can use, making a wooden basket, milking a 

cow and turning cream into butter. We had an amazing time and the rain kept away!  

              Year 4 Pupils 

CENSUS DAY - 2ND OCTOBER 2025 

Every child in Reception and KS1 receive free school meals. In order for the school to be reimbursed for 

these meals, we have to report how many are being served on Census Day – next Thursday 2nd        

October. We kindly ask you to order your child a free school meal on this day. The meal will be fish and 

chips. Jacket potatoes will also be available. Thank you. 



 

SCHOOL NEWS 

READING FOR PLEASURE  

Over the last 2 years at Cookham Dean Primary School, we have been raising the awareness of    

Reading for pleasure across our school and the positive impact this can have on our children’s writing, 

vocabulary and  confidence. 
 

It is therefore very encouraging to hear that the Education Secretary is launching a National Year of 

Reading 2026. 
 

She is urging parents to swap scrolling with reading and for parents to lead by example and make 

reading a daily habit to help reverse the decline in reading for pleasure. 
 

The Education Secretary goes onto say that reading for pleasure isn’t just a hobby. It’s linked to a 

range of benefits including stronger writing skills, improved wellbeing and confidence. 
 

Education Secretary, Bridget Phillipson said: 

“Reading holds the keys to so much of children’s education, so the decline in reading for pleasure 

among young people should sound alarm bells loud and clear. This can’t be just a government         

mission. It needs to be a national one. So, it’s time for all of us to play our part, put our phones down 

and pick up a book. When parents take the time to read with their children early on, they lay the                 

foundations for strong literacy skills, helping kids to be school ready. By making reading a daily habit, 

even just 10 minutes a day, we can help give kids the best start in life, as part of the Plan for Change.” 
 

Watch this space for events happening in our school over the next year to encourage us all to lead by 

example and bring back the love of reading for everyone. 

                                  Miss Thompson, Reading Lead 

 

SAFER INTERNET DAY 

Next Thursday 2nd October is our school internet safety day. We are delighted to be hosting special      

e-safety workshops for all classes and parents led by The 2 Johns (John Woodley and John Staines), 

nationally recognised experts in online safety.   
 

The age appropriate workshops will cover: 

• The latest apps, games and online trends children are using 

• The potential risks young people may face, including online bullying,                

grooming, and inappropriate content 

• Practical advice for setting boundaries and having open conversations                                                     

at home 

• Strategies for helping children make safe and responsible choices online 
 

The parent’s session will be at 8pm on Zoom and is designed to be informative, non-judgemental and 

practical, offering real-life examples and up-to-date guidance. Parents will have the chance to ask 

questions and leave with useful tips they can apply straightaway. In today’s digital world, e-safety is 

more important than ever. We strongly encourage all parents to attend so that, together, we can help 

our children use technology positively and safely. 
 

Link for parents session: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81029682337 (it will remain live for 28 days for those 

who cannot access it live). 

Please talk to your children about what they have been learning. 

           Mrs Satterley, Computing Lead 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81029682337


 

SCHOOL NEWS 

The 6 Rs - CHAMPION OF THE WEEK! 

Each week we celebrate children across the school who have encompassed a number of our values: 

Readiness, Reflective, Resourcefulness, Resilience, Responsibility and Respect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

50:50 CLUB 

Year 2 

Max 

Year 3 

Blossom 

Year 5 

Rufus 

Year 6 

Everyone 

Year 4 

Everyone who took part in 

speeches for school leadership 

Year 1 

Hunter 

MAIDENHEAD’S BIG READ 

Please click HERE for the MBR Newsletter and 

please find below a poster detailing their               

Bookmark Drawing Art Competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/08a8ae541a5e/mbr-newsletter-18095904


 

Each week we will be letting you know in this newsletter, a snapshot of what the children have been 

learning in class. For an overview of the term’s work, please go to the class pages on our website 

where you will find more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception This week in Phonics we have learned the /i/, /n/, /m/ and /d/ sounds and the 

children were introduced to the tricky word ‘is’ too. We have also worked on 

painting our own self-portraits for our Marvellous Me topic focusing on our                        

different features. In RE we started thinking about celebrations and how different 

people celebrate their birthdays. Finally, in Maths we have been learning about 

matching pairs and making sets.  

 

Year 1 Year 1 have started to look at a new book this week in English called Stanley’s 

stick. We had lots of fun predicting what might happen in the story before we 

read it. We looked at sequencing the story and using adjectives to describe    

different parts of the story. In Maths we have been understanding the words and 

phrases greatest, fewest, less than and equal too. We have found this a bit tricky 

especially with the <,> symbols but we have been resilient. In science we had a 

lots of fun investigating if larger hands meant people had larger feet. We                       

investigated this by measuring each other’s hands and feet. In Computing we 

have continued to look at technology around us but looking more at computers 

and laptops. We discussed the different parts of a computer and a laptop and 

how they do the same job but are different sizes. 

Year 2 Year 2 have had a great week writing stories for my their story plan and                            

consolidating their learning of place value in Maths. The stories were creative 

and they tried really hard with their handwriting and spelling. In PE, they                         

practiced their ball skills with Coach Jo. We are really proud!  

 

https://www.cookhamdean.org/class-pages/


 

Each week we will be letting you know in this newsletter, a snapshot of what the children have been 

learning in class. For an overview of the term’s work, please go to the class pages on our website 

where you will find more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Year 3 have a had a fantastic week! In English, we wrote our own stories based 

on Esio Trot. In Maths, we have been comparing and ordering numbers up to 

1000. This week in science, we were 'Rock Detectives' and examined the      

properties and characteristics of different types of rocks. In Geography, we     

discovered how different types of mountains are formed and can't wait to find 

out more about volcanoes next week! 

 

Year 4 In Year 4, we have been looking at different parts of a setting and how we can 

add our character to make a short story. In maths our focus has been adding  

1, 10, 100, 1000 more or less than a given number and placing numbers up to 

10,000 on a number line. In science, we wrote up the findings from our                             

experiment and learnt about the functions of our digestive system. On Thursday, 

we all went to Coggs Farm to learn more about our Geography topic - Where 

Does Our Food Come From? A very busy and productive week. 

 

Year 5 It has been another good week in Year 5. In maths, the children have been 

placing numbers up to 1,000,000 on number lines, as well as comparing and 

ordering numbers up to 1,000,000. In English, the children have worked hard 

writing information texts about houses with chicken legs, showing great                          

imagination. In history, the children loved creating board games to represent 

different Viking trade routes. We are looking forward to finishing and playing 

them next week. Have a nice weekend all! 

 

Year 6 In Year 6 this week we have been working hard on our comparison language 

and discussion text. We have been debating the role of Freak Shows in                 

Victorian society. We investigated how light travels and carried out our                         

experiments focusing on using our science knowledge in our conclusions. We 

are loving Wildboy, our new novel and exploring Victorian street life. In Art we 

have used iPads to create macro photography, that is photographing the very 

small things in life. We are full of awe and wonder at patterns in nature. 
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