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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

March 

17th: Neurodiversity Celebration 

Week 

19th: Neurodiversity Market 

Place @ 3pm 

18th: Parents Evening 

20th: Inclusion Ambassadors 

Assembly 

20th: Y4 @ Chiltern Open Air 

Museum 

20th: Parents Evening 

21st: Down Syndrome Day 

21st: Red Nose Day 

23rd: Families@4 

25th: PTA Meeting @ 7.30pm 

28th: Child Choice Day 

28th: Parent Forum @ 2.30pm 

31st: KS1 Choir Performance @ 

2.45pm 

April 

1st: Easter Service @ 2pm 

2nd: Rocksteady Concert @ 

1.30pm 

4th: Y3 Last Swimming  

4th: Break Up @ 2.15pm 

22nd: Inset Day 

23rd: Return to School 

28th: SEN Parent Support Group 

@ 8.45am 

May 

20th: RBWM Inclusion Summit  

 

EVENTS NEXT WEEK  

MARCH 

 

Sunday 9th: 

* School Garden Tidy 

Friday 14th: 

* Report Cards Out 

* Y2 & KS2 Film Night  

 

 

 

 

 

MRS REEKIE’S MESSAGE 

A huge thank you to Ms Thompson who organised a fabulous World Book 

'Week'. The children have listened to some fabulous authors, taken part in                   

competitions, worn a 'hint' of a character which encouraged children to talk 

about the books they had read, breakfast with books and storytelling night. It 

was lovely seeing all the children cosied up in their classrooms, hot chocolate in 

hand, fires burning (on the screens) and enjoying stories. Thank you to the PTA 

for arranging hot chocolate and beverages for adults. I hope that this week you 

and your child have been inspired to read even more! 

SCHOOL NEWS 

DOWN SYNDROME DAY 

The theme for World Down Syndrome Day 2025 is all about                                                                    

support. Everyone needs support sometimes. The support                                                               

that we may need will be different for every person, and                                                             

that’s just the same for people who have Down’s syndrome.                                                              

To show our support for children and adults with Down                                                            

Syndrome on 21st March, we are asking children to wear                                                                

colourful, bright, mismatched socks. If you feel able to,                                                   

please donate HERE. Thank you.  

THE BIG CHICK KNIT 

As of next week, every afternoon the Year 6 children will be selling 

knitted chicks with chocolate eggs to raise money in support of      

Alexander Divine Hospice. Each chick/egg is £3 and all proceeds 

will go to the charity. Please bring cash or scan the QR code when 

you buy them. Thank you.  

PARENTS EVENING 

Our Spring parents evening will take place on Tuesday 18th March and Thursday 

20th March. The link will be sent out on Monday 10th March at 3pm and will 

close on Friday 14th March at 3pm. Please book your appointment with your 

child's class teacher remembering there is 1 slot per child. There will be a 

chance to book an appointment with myself or Ms Windle but please do only 

book if you have something specific that you would like to discuss.  Report cards 

will be sent home next Friday 14th March and these will form the basis of your 

discussions at parents evening.  

LEAVERS 

Mr O’Gorman, Year 2 teacher, has decided that he will be                              

leaving Cookham Dean at the end of the summer term due to a 

change in his personal circumstances. We would like to thank him 

for all that he has brought to our school, particularly around OPAL 

and PE, and we wish him all the best for his next chapter.  

OPAL 

Please please please when you do your spring cleaning, look out for the items 

that you can donate to OPAL (see attached). We have a brand new OPAL 

shed and some warmer weather so we really would like new items! Thank you. 

https://www.worlddownsyndromeday.org/


 
SCHOOL NEWS  

NOROVIRUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENT FORUM 

Our next parent forum meeting is Friday 28th March at 2.30pm. We will be talking about lunches and 

anything else that you would like to put on the agenda. If you are able to come, please let the office 

know so that we can accommodate everyone. If you are not able to come but would like the parent 

forum to discuss something, please let the office know. 

NEURODIVERSITY CELEBRATION WEEK 

Don't forget we are celebrating w/c 17th March - see last weeks newsletter for the details. 



 
SCHOOL NEWS  

The 6 Rs - CHAMPION OF THE WEEK! 

Each week we celebrate children across the school who have encompassed a number of our values: 

Readiness, Reflective, Resourcefulness, Resilience, Responsibility and Respect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Year 2 

Joey 

Year 3 

Tilly 

Year 5 

Mrs Charlwood & Mel 

(School Cook) 

Year 6 

Alice 

Year 4 

Willow 

Year 1 

Tina 

POEM INSPIRED BY WORLD BOOK DAY POETRY WORKSHOP 

By Isla, Year 6 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
SCHOOL NEWS  

PTA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A busy book week for the kids - thank you so much to Year 2 parents, Jen, Peter, Mich & co for putting 

on a wonderful story telling evening! We’re looking forward to Year 2 & KS2 movie night next week. 

Book tickets HERE.              Pippa Jeans, PTA Chair  

https://form.jotform.com/250133316534346


 
SCHOOL NEWS  

WORLD BOOK DAY 2025 

What an amazing feel around the school this week. We started our countdown to World Book Day last 

Friday when our Books Worms led an assembly. Breakfast with Books on Tuesday started our week of 

celebrating “Reading Your Way.” It was really lovely seeing all the parents sharing books with                           

pancakes and croissants. During the morning, KS2 had an online visit from Liz Flannagan. On Thursday, 

Reception and KS1 had a workshop with Fiona Barker and KS2 had workshops with the poet Desree. 

Children spent time guessing “A Hint of a Book,” with their classmates, spent time finding books at 

break and lunchtime, which were hidden around the playground and field, swapped books with each 

other at lunchtime. Some classes took part in a footie book quiz and every class completed many               

activities. We then finished off the day with bedtime stories and hot chocolate. We still have more                

activities coming up, with Lindsey Galvin and Coral Rumble coming into visit to work with the children 

and an online visit from Peter Bunzi. I would like to thank Ms Allanson (Tolomey’s mum) for organising 

some of the author visits via Maidenhead’s Big Read and the PTA for organising the hot chocolate. The 

children and staff had a fantastic day! 

                  Miss Thompson, Maths & Reading Lead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE TRIM TRAIL FUN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Each week we will be letting you know in this newsletter, a snapshot of what the children have been 

learning in class. For an overview of the term’s work, please go to the class pages on our website 

where you will find more information.  

 

 

 
 

Reception It has been a busy week in Reception but our highlight has to be world book day 

- it was lovely to hear the children explain what their favourite book was, some 

of which I got to read last night!  In phonics we have been revising all our sounds 

but particularly focusing on 'ear', 'igh' and 'air'. We enjoyed the story of 'Mr Wolf's 

Pancakes' and the children used puppets to retell the story (mostly in the correct 

order). In maths we have been looking at coins and trying to add two or three 

coins (sometimes with different values) together. The children all loved our                 

outdoor art lesson this week where we collected natural paintbrushes and mixed 

mud and water to make our own paint - please see the photos on class dojo. I 

hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

 

Year 1 Phonics - we have been learning even more new sounds this week including  

alternatives for 'ch' such as 'tch' as well as new graphemes such as 'ture'. We 

have also been revising all the sounds we have learned so far and practised our 

spellings.  

English - this week we have been learning about fiction and non-fiction texts 

and their similarities and differences. We have also been learning about how to 

identify the features of information texts. Furthermore, we enjoyed using lots of 

adjectives to write about a character from our favourite story on World Book 

Day!  

Maths - this week we have revisited finding our number bonds to 8 and 9 and 20, 

as well as practising doubles. We have also revisited adding and subtracting to 

complete number problems.  

Geography - We are learning about the UK and this week we focused on the 

seasons. We learned about how nature changes across the seasons and we 

went on a nature walk to look for signs of Spring. We then collected items that 

represent nature during Spring time and stuck them to Spring journey sticks.  

 

Year 2 In English this week, we have started our new book 'Cottonwool Colin'. We have 

created a story map and thought about how we could keep the story structure 

but change the setting and characters to create our own story. We also had lots 

of fun on World Book Day! The author, Fiona Barker, worked with us in the hall 

and we did lots of fun reading tasks both in the classroom and in the                                 

playground. In maths this week, we have been focussing on multiplication. We 

have spent time recognising the link between multiplying and repeated addition 

and we have also created drawings to represent number sentences. In history, 

we have been learning about the life of the Wright Brothers and their                              

accomplishments.  

 

https://www.cookhamdean.org/class-pages/


 

Each week we will be letting you know in this newsletter, a snapshot of what the children have been 

learning in class. For an overview of the term’s work, please go to the class pages on our website 

where you will find more information.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 A great week in Year 3. In maths, we have been carrying on with expanded 

column addition, which the children are becoming very confident in. In English, 

we have been continuing our newspaper reports. Also, this week has been filled 

with many great activities and visits for World Book Week. Massive thanks to Miss 

Thompson for organising. Lastly, well done to: Jonas, Gigi and Margot! They are 

this week's Swimming Champions. This is something we will be awarding every 

week to those children showing excellent attitude and behaviour during our 

visit every Friday.  

Year 4 What a lovely week we've had. The sun has been shining,  and we have been 

working really hard in all our lessons. In maths we have been finding parallel 

and perpendicular lines and lines of symmetry in 2d shapes. We have met the 

angle family and have been learning about the degrees in acute, obtuse and 

right angles. In English, we have started to read Beowulf and have started to 

write a CV. In PE we have been combining 4 different types of rolls with                       

balances using equipment. Then we had World Book Week and met 2 authors 

and carried out quizzes, guessing the book from clues, making our own                    

bookmarks, writing poems and reading. A great week was had by all. 

Year 5 Reading, especially reading for pleasure, has been a key focus this week. We 

have thoroughly enjoyed a couple of author sessions, a poet workshop and 

guessing each others’ outfits on World Book Day. The day finished with a cosy 

bedtime story in the classroom, which the children said reminded them of Ufton 

Court! We are looking forward to more author activities next week. Maths has 

been continuing our focus on multiplication and division. This work has really 

highlighted the importance of learning your times tables. In science the         

children have been focussing on the life cycles of plants and parts of the      

flower. Rehearsals have started properly this week for the Y5 play ‘A Hint of 

Snow White’. Already I’m so impressed with the singing and word learning: 

great job Year 5! We are excited about sharing the show with you all in May.  

Year 6 

 

 

 

What a wonderful week. A huge thank you to Miss Thompson for organising a 

fantastic Book Week. We have had some brilliant authors both virtual and in 

person. Thursday's poetry workshop with Desiree was beautifully mindful. We  

explored the concept of magic hidden in the everyday like nature. The children 

wrote a stunning collaborative poem. Today we have met Lindsay Galvin, one 

of my personal favourite children's authors. (I don't know who is more excited!) 

She also happens to be the author of our current class novel: Darwin's Dragons. 

Speaking of Darwin, in English we wrote biographies of the great biologist and 

in science we began studying his theory of adaption and evolution. We were 

caught up in award fever with the Baftas etc so we combined art this week 

to design and created a Book Award. We nominated our favourite book                

characters for awards like bravest, most ingenious inventor etc. In maths we 

have been exploring ratios, so that we can multiply our ingredients in recipes 

etc. All in all, we agreed it was one of the best weeks of the year so far! 
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