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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

June 

15th: SEN Parent Support Group 

@ 8.45am 

16th Year 2 Maths Competition 

17th Y5 Drowning Prevention 

18th: PTA Summer Disco 

19th: Inset Day -  Legoland PTA 

Tickets available 

22nd: Y3 @ Ufton Court 

23rd: Y6 @ Westhorpe Lake 

27th: Summer Fete 

July 

1st: Musical Soiree @ 6pm 

6th: National Schools Sports 

Week 

7th: Moving Up Morning 

9th: Spanish Assembly @ 9.15am 

10th: Art Exhibition 

13th: SEN Parent Support Group 

@ 8.45am 

14th: Leavers Vs Remainers 

Cricket Match 

15th: Rocksteady Concert @ 

1.30pm 

17th: Y6 @ Legoland 

21st: Leavers Church Service 

22nd: Leavers Assembly  

22nd: Leavers Farewell  

22nd: Break Up @ 2.15pm 
 

 

EVENTS NEXT WEEK 

JUNE 

Monday 15th: 

* Sports Day 

* SEN Parent Support Group @ 

8.45am 

Tuesday 16th: 

* Year 2 Maths Competition 

3-5.30 

Wednesday 17th: 

Y5 Drowning Prevention @ 

Braywick 

Thursday 18th: 

* PTA Summer Disco 

Friday 19th: 

 

MRS REEKIE’S MESSAGE 

Wow - what an 'interesting' week we have had. The weather has not 

been kind to us this week at the start of our Healthy Schools Week with 

the sad reschedule of our Sports Day. However, we are looking forward 

to a sunny Monday with extra enthusiasm and energy! We look forward 

to parents and carers joining us on Monday morning from 9.15.  

But our Healthy Schools Week continued in between showers and the 

children have enjoyed the week - from cycling to skipping, from football 

to frisbee, from skateboarding to skincare, from healthy eating to how to 

wash our hands and brush our teeth correctly. I hope that the children 

have come home excited to share their news with you! 

SCHOOL NEWS 

PHONICS SCREENING 

Well done to Year 1 and some Year 2 who completed their phonics screening 

tests this week. The results will be sent home with the end of year reports. We are 

very proud of all of their achievements - they have worked so hard and 

deserve their successes. 

STAFFING 2026-2027 

I am very pleased to confirm the following staffing team for next year.  

 

Reception - Ms Fernandez, Ms Smith (AM) and Ms Gilbey(PM) 

Year 1 - Mrs Gardiner and Ms Gilbey (AM) 

Year 2 - Mrs Hussain, Mrs Lodge and Mrs Thrift 

Year 3 - Mrs O'Reilly, Mrs O'Brien and Mrs Terry 

Year 4 - Ms Thompson and Ms Berloth 

Year 5 - Mr Salter and Mrs Hamilton 

Year 6 - Mrs Satterley and Mrs Stephenson 

Mrs Charlwood 1:1 Ms Griffiths 1:1 

 

We are looking forward to welcoming Mrs O'Reilly to our staff team who will 

replace Mrs Thompson (taking early retirement) and I know that she will be a 

wonderful asset. We are blessed to have such a strong teaching team who 

care so much about the children at Cookham Dean Primary School. A big 

thank you to them all! 

MULTIPLICATION TABLES CHECK 

Year 4 have worked particularly hard this year on embedding their knowledge 

of their times tables. TT rockstars competitions have become a big part of daily 

life in year 4. This week they completed the statutory multiplication tables check 

and we are very proud of their hard work, resilience and energy - they deserve 
all of their successes. 



 

SCHOOL NEWS 

The 6 Rs - CHAMPION OF THE WEEK! 

Each week we celebrate children across the school who have encompassed a number of our values: 

Readiness, Reflective, Resourcefulness, Resilience, Responsibility and Respect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 

Everyone 

Year 2 

Joshua 

Year 4 

Max & Sam 

Year 3 

Ophelia 

Reception 

Esra 

Year 6 

Minnie 

Year 5 

Zain 

HEALTHY SCHOOL WEEK 

 

 

  

SCHOOL COUNCIL STALLS AT THE FETE 

For the summer fete, the School Council are running some stalls. Can you please donate 

some old footballs so we can sell them at the school fete. Please remember to clean the 

footballs if they are dirty before you bring them in to school.  Thank you!!  

 

Toby and Blossom on behalf of the School Council 



 

Each week we will be letting you know in this newsletter, a snapshot of what the children have been 

learning in class. For an overview of the term’s work, please go to the class pages on our website 

where you will find more information.  

 

 

 

 

Reception 

 

This week Reception have really enjoyed Healthy Schools Week which has been 

full of lots of exciting activities including skipping, fencing, yoga, street dance, 

scooting and making healthy fruit kebabs. We also recapped how to cross the 

road safely and how to clean our hands properly to stay healthy. In Maths we 

have started our next module ‘Visualise, Build and Map’ where the children 

have revisited repeated patterns and created their own repeated patterns. This 

has included patterns of colour, patterns of shape, sound patterns and action 

patterns. The children also looked at spatial reasoning and position by 

recreating scenes from a maths story.  In Literacy the children continued working 

on the text ‘Peepo!’ by Janet Allan Ahlberg where they described old toys using 

adjectives and wrote predictions about what they thought the book would be 

about based on the front cover. They also wrote a big list of toys they could see 

in the story. In Phonics, the children have been working hard to increase their 

blending fluency and read and write their tricky words. Several of the Reception 

children even made their own tricky word board games in busy learning time 

too. Finally, to top it all off the children also took part in a Drama Workshop 

where they got to go on an adventure with Peter Pan.  

Year 1 This week in English, Year 1 have been enjoying the story Alan's Big, Scary Teeth, 

using clues from the text and illustrations to make predictions about what might 

happen next. In Maths, we have been exploring tens and ones, partitioning 

numbers up to 100 to deepen our understanding of place value. We loved our 

Science lesson, where we planted sunflower seeds and discussed each step 

needed to help them grow successfully. We have also thoroughly enjoyed tak-

ing part in the many sporting activities this week, demonstrating excellent team-

work and determination. 

Year 2 It has been such a fun and engaging week at school as we have taken part in a 

variety of workshops linked to Healthy Schools Week. In Maths, we have 

continued our learning about time, focusing on telling the time past and to the 

hour. Next week, we will begin learning about tally charts, block diagrams and 

pictograms, developing our skills in collecting and presenting data. 

In Science, we carried out a minibeast hunt and explored the forest area where 

we will be building our bug hotels. Enthusiastically, the children planned their 

designs and discussed the materials they would need. They will be bringing these 

in on Monday to begin constructing their bug hotels. 

We were delighted to see, during our follow-up visit to the growing garden, that 

our spinach seedlings have started to appear! The recent warm weather along 

with rain has helped and we look forward to observing and recording their 

progress over the coming weeks. 

https://www.cookhamdean.org/class-pages/


 

Each week we will be letting you know in this newsletter, a snapshot of what the children have been 

learning in class. For an overview of the term’s work, please go to the class pages on our website 

where you will find more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Year 3 have really enjoyed Healthy Schools Week and have been skipping, 

skateboarding and learning to throw frisbees. In Science we have learnt about 

different food groups and which ones are healthy for a balanced diet, while in 

Maths we have been practising telling the time. We started a new book this 

week called ‘The Boy Who Grew Dragons@ and in History we were learning 

about the Romans invasion of Great Britain. 

Year 4 

 

What a fantastic week we've had. We have designed clothes for Queen Victo-

ria, designed a bathing machine for her to be able to swim in the sea, writing 

explanation sentences using conjunctions as to how it works and started read-

ing our new book, Queen Victoria's Bathing Machine. In history, we have 

placed key periods of time in British history, and have thought about what we 

know about the Victorians. We have all undertaken the times tables check and 

we were fantastic! In the afternoons, we have had lots of sporting activities. We 

started off with yoga, which was a great start to the week. We have also learnt 

to do tricks with skipping ropes, sped along on skateboards, learnt about keep-

ing safe near water and how to eat healthily. We are looking forward to our 

sports day on Monday. 

Year 5 It has been a busy week in Year 5. The children have worked hard to complete 

their end of year assessments in spelling, reading, grammar, and maths. On top 

of this, we have enjoyed an action-packed Healthy Schools Week. The children 

have tried skipping, yoga, skateboarding, a football tournament, skincare, and 

ultimate frisbee. They have also learnt about water safety and healthy eating. 

We are all looking forward to sports day next week! 

Year 6 This week, Year 6 enthusiastically took part in our Healthy Schools Week, enjoying a 

range of exciting activities designed to promote healthy lifestyles, physical activity, and 

personal safety. One of the highlights of the week was Bikeability, where pupils 

developed their cycling skills and learned how to ride safely and confidently on the 

road. The children demonstrated excellent focus and responsibility throughout the train-

ing sessions. Year 6 also represented the school brilliantly in a football tournament. The 

children showed fantastic teamwork, determination, and sportsmanship, making us all 

proud both on and off the pitch. 

During a fun and energetic skipping workshop, pupils learned new skipping techniques 

and challenged themselves to improve their coordination, fitness, and perseverance. 

As part of our focus on healthy lifestyles, the children participated in a healthy eating 

workshop. They explored the importance of making nutritious food choices and then put 

their learning into practice by designing and baking their own delicious sugar-free muf-

fins. The results were impressive, and the muffins were enjoyed by all! 

To complete the week, pupils took part in a water safety session led by the RNLI. They 

learned valuable lifesaving knowledge about staying safe in and around water and 

were delighted to earn their Water Safety Passport. 

Healthy Schools Week has been a fantastic opportunity for Year 6 to develop important 

life skills, stay active, and learn how to make healthy and safe choices. We are incredibly 

proud of their enthusiasm, participation, and positive attitudes throughout the week. 



SCHOOL NEWS 

YEAR 3 EARTH RAP DAY POEM 

  

This is a rap for Earth Day. We’re gonna make it smash 

Come on people, come on friends, put it in the trash 

So what we need paper, so what we need wood 

Please stop cutting down, for once be good 

Just put in the trash, I know it’s not illegal 

But please people please people, you are acting like a seagull 

 

I know you like heating but think of what you are eating 

Why don’t you become a vegetarian? 

Come on guys, you can do it, that will solve the air problem 

 

OK I’ll admit it, I like junk food too 

But what are crisps make out of 

Plastic ewww 

 

You probably like exotic animals, they are really cool 

So please King Charles, make another rule 

No gas, no coal, no more 

Really people, change decisions, these ones are so poor 

 

That’s the end of this story  

I hope you have found it nice 

Don’t throw it away 

As you know, we have been so lucky to have a few people help out with office duties, Tessa Allanson 

(ex-parent), Mrs Pow (doing extra days) and this week Claire Phillpot (Chair of Governors) helped out. 

Thank you to these 3 very special people! 

Mrs Reekie, Headteacher 
MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIR OF GOVERNORS 

Looking back I can hardly believe non-stop whirlwind of activity that I experienced during my day in the school 

office on Tuesday. Healthy schools week meant an army of skipping, yoga and cycling instructors to be signed in, 

DBS and ID checked; the gate buzzer and the office phone to be answered, often at the same time; lunch  

numbers to be supplied to the kitchen; two mislaid packed lunches to be found; four meal choices to be agreed; 

Additional skipping ropes to be handed out; a bicycle brake to be checked; a uniform issue to be resolved; a 

filming location for Year 6 to be set up; a music teacher, educational psychologist and more to be welcomed and 

thanked; a poorly finger in need of a plaster; medicine to be dispensed; two children leaving early for an 

appointment and an audition; the mystery of ice bags in the kitchen fridge to be solved; notifications to each class 

where a child was to be collected by someone different; 78 emails to be read and dealt with.  

 

At the end of the day it wasn't just the children who went home having learnt something new. I did too. I learnt 

that TAs can be in three places at once. I learnt just how much everyone smiles through the challenges of the day. 

Most of all I learnt how exhilarating and what a privilege it is to be surrounded by such excited, engaged and 

enthusiastic children.  

Mrs Phillpot, Chair of Governors 
 



 

PTA NEWS 

PTA SILENT AUCTION 

We’re busy organising the summer fete silent auction and would love your help to make it a success.  

Do you run your own business or  work for a generous company that might be willing to donate a prize? 

Or do you know someone who might be able to help? Could you offer a skill or experience?

….babysitting, decorating, baked goods, tutoring, dog walking, gardening help, sewing, or anything 

else you could offer - big or small ⭐ it all helps! Or if you are visiting attractions or restaurants yourself 

and want to ask on our behalf that would be very appreciated. In return we can promote the business 

in the school  newsletter and on our socials. If you’re able to help, please contact Marie (Y1/5 mum) via 

pta@cookhamdean.org  

Marie Hepworth, PTA Secretary  

mailto:pta@cookhamdean.org


PTA NEWS 

PTA EVENTS UPDATE 
 

There is a LOT going on this term. Thank you so much to everyone who has volunteered, donated and 

bought so far. Here are a few key links of things going on at the moment… 

 

  Summer disco - it’s on Thursday 18 June, 4:30-5:15pm for the Reception/KS1 disco, 5:30-6:30pm for the 

KS2 disco. Buy your tickets online here: https://www.jotform.com/261402811391348 

 

⭐ Raffle tickets - tickets are now on sale to win one of our fab hampers! To save time and paper, tickets 

are available to buy online here: https://www.zeffy.com/en-GB/ticketing/the-parent-teacher-association

-of-the-cookham-dean-churchof-england-controlled-primary-schools-summer-fete-raffle--2026 

 

⚽️ Summer fete - make sure you have Saturday 27 June, 11:30am-3:30pm, in your calendar! Our World 

Cup themed extravaganza includes a climbing wall, bouncy castle, water run, beat the goalie, BBQ, ca-

fé, bar and much more! In order to make this event a success please can you help with the following: 

 

  soft toy donations /  ️  washing line donations all this week and next - there is a box by the front 

gate now! 

 

  silent auction - the silent auction is now LIVE! Get bidding here: https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/

cookhamdeanauction2026  (Marie is still accepting prizes if you can offer anything please let her know 

via pta@cookhamdean.org) 

 

⛺️ infrastructure set-up - we need a few people to help put up marquees and gazebos after school on 

Friday 26 June. You can sign up here: https://volunteersignup.org/4FX4T 

 

    BBQ and bar - these are run by some fab parents who step up and organise every single year, but 

they can’t do it by themselves! If you can spare an hour or two to help on these stalls, you’ll meet some 

new people and feel good having done your bit. You can volunteer to help on these stalls here: https://

volunteersignup.org/4FX4T 

 

  class stalls - every year each class runs a couple of stalls. Your class reps have likely been busy organis-

ing these behind the scenes, so if you’re coming along, even with younger children, please do help on 

your class stall(s) - ask your class rep how to do that. Each class has their own sign up process. Thank you! 

 

  Leavers vs Remainers cricket - this is on Tuesday 14 July, 4-8pm. It’s run by Year 6, they have some fun 

stalls and there’s a bar and BBQ, but the Remainers (Reception to Y5) need to field a team! If you can 

play, please contact Remainers team captain Sach Patiar via WhatsApp 07583 330895. 

 

We do appreciate there is a lot going on at the moment. This is a big term for the PTA’s fundraising efforts 

for the school, and every penny really does count. If you have any ideas, or any questions about what 

the money raised is used to fund, please email us pta@cookhamdean.org, view previous meeting 

minutes here: https://www.cookhamdean.org/pta/ and consider coming along to the next meeting 

(keep an eye on the newsletter and our social media channels where the date will be shared). 

 

Thank you. 

Maddi, PTA Chair 

 

https://www.jotform.com/261402811391348
https://www.zeffy.com/en-GB/ticketing/the-parent-teacher-association-of-the-cookham-dean-churchof-england-controlled-primary-schools-summer-fete-raffle--2026
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https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/cookhamdeanauction2026
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mailto:pta@cookhamdean.org
https://volunteersignup.org/4FX4T
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