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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

October  

15th: Harvest Festival  

15th: Reception Parents Evening 

17th: Individual & Sibling Photos 

17th: Y5 @ Maidenhead Mosque 

17th: Reception Parents Evening 

18th: SEN Parent Support Group 

@ 8.45am 

18th: Talent Show Competition 

21st: Y3 @ The Living Rainforest 

21st: Reception & KS1 Drama 

Workshop 

22nd: AGM @ 7.30pm followed 

by PTA Meeting 

23rd: Year Ahead Meeting @ 

7pm 

24th: Y6 @ Science Museum 

24th: Spooks & Sparkles Disco 

25th: Break Up 

November 

2nd: Cookham Dean Village 

Bonfire Night 

7th: Parent Bingo Night 

8th: PTA Mufti Day  

11th: Remembrance Service 

13th: World Kindness Day 

15th: Children In Need  

15th: Reports Out  

18th: SEN Parent Support Group 

@ 8.45am 

19th: Parents Evening 

21st: Parents Evening 

25th: Twelfth Night Performance 

26th: Five to Thrive Parent 

Workshop @ 8.45am  
 

EVENTS NEXT WEEK  

OCTOBER 
 

Sunday 6th: 

* Maidenhead Boundary Walk 

Wednesday 9th: 

* Cauliflower Christmas 

Deadline 

* iSingPOP Concerts @ 3pm & 

6pm 

Thursday 10th: 

* World Mental Health Day 

 

MRS REEKIE’S MESSAGE 

I hope that you have had a chance to listen to the wonderful iSingPOP songs - 

either using the link or even better being sung by the children. I can't tell you 

how many staff have said they have woken up with songs going around their 

heads. The children have worked so hard to learn the songs and dance moves 

and had a fabulous couple of days with Sandy from iSingPOP and we are very 

much looking forward to performing in St John the Baptist next Wednesday - first 

concert at 3pm (school uniform) and then at 6pm (school skirt/trousers/shorts 

and then a bright t-shirt or iSingPOP t-shirt). Parents are very welcome to one or 

both concerts.  

SCHOOL NEWS 

SCHOOL BUSINESS MANAGER 

We are very pleased to welcome Barbara Croft to the                                                       

Cookham Dean staff team as our new School Business Manager.                      

She will be working very closely with the PTA to ensure that money you                         

have raised will be spent - alongside a whole host of other financial activities! 

Welcome Barbara! 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 

Our annual harvest festival will be celebrated on Tuesday 

15th October at 2pm at St John the Baptist Church. Please 

make sure the children are in full school uniform. We will 

walk the children to church at 1.45 to start our service. 

Please can you bring any donations to school that               

morning. You are very welcome to join us at church. 

YEAR AHEAD MEETING 

Please do let the office know if you are planning on attending our Year Ahead 

Meeting on Wednesday 23rd October at 7pm. This is a great opportunity to hear 

about the plans for our school and ask any questions that you have.  

FAMILIES@4 

We are so looking forward to our family service at St John the Baptist                                    

church this Sunday at 4pm. All are invited! 

TALENT SHOW 

As per issue 1 of the newsletter, 11th October is the closing date for 

any entries for our school talent show. The finalists will be going 

through to the Maidenhead Lions talent show on Saturday 

16th November. Please hand in your entries by next Friday. 

CAULIFLOWER CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Today your child will bring home the forms to order Christmas cards,                                        

tags, gifts etc. The children have made their festive designs which                                 

you will see within the form. Please complete and return the                                          

form WITH the design to your class teacher by Wednesday 9th                                                      

October. Thank you. 



 

SCHOOL NEWS  

SCHOOL COUNCIL 2024/25  

The new school council their first meeting last Thursday. We discussed how important the role of school 

councillor is and we discussed and agreed the School Council Charter. The school councillors will meet 

regularly with their classes to share ideas, discuss ideas on fundraising and improvements to the school 

and feedback their discussions from school council meetings. The head and deputy head girl and boy 

will then meet with Mrs Reekie regularly to update her on school council ideas and issues.  
 

School Council meetings will start at 8.35am, every other Thursday, dates below: 

 10/10/24   21/11/24                                                    

 24/10/24  05/12/24 

 07/11/24  19/12/24                         Miss Windle, Deputy Headteacher  

MUSICAL THEATRE CLUB 

I am delighted to announce that from next Tuesday 8th October, I will be running a        

Musical Theatre Club at the Cookham Dean Village hall from 5:30-6:30 each week. This will 

be for Years 4-6 to begin. This club will include all aspects of theatre: Dance, Singing and 

Acting! We will be learning new routines and songs each week alongside drama games 

and exercises. This will be such a fabulous opportunity for confidence building, friendship 

and most importantly… FUN! It will be £9 a week which will work out around £54 for a 6 week term per 

child. I will send invoices out termly to be paid directly to myself via bank transfer. If your child/children 

are interested, please fill out this FORM. Any questions please contact me.                                        

                                           Lucy Fuller, Singing Teacher 

50:50 CLUB 

Congratulations to the October                                    

50:50 Club winners: 
 

1st prize - Pippa Jeans 

2nd prize - Tori Dixon 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION 

Josh Reynolds our new MP for Maidenhead has asked that we find a budding artist to 

create his Christmas card for him this year that really captures the essence of                    

Christmas in Maidenhead. The competition is open to children aged 11 and under 

who live in his constituency. The winning entry is personally chosen by the MP and will 

be printed and sent out with Christmas wishes to people across Maidenhead as well 

politicians, royalty, and leaders across the world.  
 

Entries should be marked ‘Josh Reynold’s Christmas Card Competition’ and sent to 

Maidenhead Advertiser, 48 Bell Street, Maidenhead, SL6 1HX.  
 

The suggested size is A5. Designs need to be bold and bright and preferably done in paint, felt tips or 

crayons as coloured pencils do not reproduce well when printed. Two-dimensional designs are         

preferred as materials like glitter and cotton wool do not work when printed. Entries should also include 

the full name, age and school or organisation (such as a cub or brownie pack) of the entrant as well 

as a parent’s name, address and phone number.  
 

The prize is a family ticket to Legoland and the closing date for entries is Monday 4th November.    

Judging will take place soon afterwards, and Mr Reynold’s winner will be announced in a future edition 

of the Advertiser. 

               Sally Gray, Maidenhead Advertiser  

CHRISTMAS 

CARD  

COMPETITION 

https://forms.gle/18WwCMDvASNKoFbd8
mailto:lucyfuller12@icloud.com
https://members.parliament.uk/constituency/4163/overview


 

SCHOOL NEWS 

SEN CONFERENCE 
 

 

 
 

  

   

   

 

 

The 6 Rs - CHAMPION OF THE WEEK! 

Each week we celebrate children across the school who have encompassed a number of our values: 

Readiness, Reflective, Resourcefulness, Resilience, Responsibility and Respect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

Apolena 

Year 3 

Trixie 

Year 5 

Samuel 

Year 6 

George  

Year 4 

Miss Verhoven 

Year 1 

Jacob 

ATTENDANCE 

Following on from previous information about attendance, please find attached updated information 

from the government document 'Working together to improve school attendance ' August 2024. 

OPAL 

If you have the following please bring them in for OPAL: crates / planks of wood / pallets / tarpaulin / 

old saucepans & frying pans / wooden spoons / table tennis bats & balls. Thank you.  



 

SCHOOL NEWS  

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY 

Thursday 10th October is World Mental Health Day. The theme for this year is' It is time to make prioritise 

mental health in the workplace'. We will be talking to the children about what is mental health and the 

emotional wellbeing ambassadors will be leading an assembly to introduce themselves. You could do 

the following around mindfulness to support our work in school 
 

Mindfulness is all about being present in the moment and paying attention to your thoughts and                       

feelings without judgement. It's a great way to improve your mental wellbeing, and it's something that 

everyone can benefit from. Mindfulness is popular in schools a great way to improve mental wellbeing, 

and it's something that we can all benefit from regardless of our age or experience level. 
 

There are lots of simple mindfulness and wellbeing activities that you can do with your pupils to help 

them relax and focus on the present moment. Here are just a few ideas: 
 

Breathing exercises: Focusing on your breath is a great way to bring your attention to the present     

moment. You can try out different breathing exercises with your students, such as 4-7-8 breathing 

(breathe in for 4 counts, hold for 7 counts, breathe out for 8 counts) or belly breathing (place one 

hand on your stomach and breathe so that your hand rises and falls with your breath). 
 

Sense scavenger hunt: This is a great activity for young children. Get them to pay attention to all of 

their senses by going on a scavenger hunt around the classroom or school grounds. They can tick 

things off their list as they find them, such as something that smells nice, something that feels soft, etc.   
 

5 things you can see/hear/touch: This is another mindfulness exercise that is suitable for all ages. Get 

your students to close their eyes and think of 5 things that they can see, 5 things that they can hear, 

and 5 things that they can touch. This exercise will help them to focus on the present moment and      

notice the world around them. 
 

Gratitude journal: Encourage your students to start a gratitude journal 

where they write down 3 things that they're grateful for each day. This 

could be anything from having a delicious dinner to being able to 

play with their pet dog. Focusing on the positive things in our lives is a 

great way to boost our mental wellbeing. 
 

Strengths spotting: This activity is all about focusing on our 

strengths and the positive things about ourselves. Get your students   

to think of 3 things that they're good at, 3 things that they're proud   

of, and 3 things that make them happy. This exercise will help boost 

their self-esteem and confidence essential for mental health and                          

wellbeing. 

SMARTPHONE FREE CHILDHOOD 

There is a high profile movement underway, which we as a school are fully supportive of: Smartphone 

Free Childhood. Our current policy in school is that if you consider it an absolute necessity for your child 

to have a phone for the journey to and from school, this can be agreed with Mrs Reekie directly and 

the phone needs to be kept in the school office for the duration of the school day. We have very few 

children who are in these circumstances. 
 

If you are considering a phone for your child, we would urge you to look at the alternatives to a 

smartphone. There are well-researched issues connected with the use of smartphones by children and 

young people and we would strongly suggest you do further reading around the topic before making 

your final decision. The Smartphone Free Childhood website has many resources and links available. 
 

We look forward to a continued dialogue with parents and children about children’s use of 

smartphones and the internet more broadly, including the risks they can pose. 
 

There is a Cookham Dean Primary School WhatsApp group where parents are sharing articles and   

useful information with each other, if you do wish to join you can do so HERE.  

https://www.worthit.org.uk/blog/character-strengths-schools
https://www.worthit.org.uk/blog/character-strengths-schools
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/alternatives
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/resources
https://chat.whatsapp.com/CKolqPs1Peb7otMgs4tNZm


 

SCHOOL NEWS  

MAIDENHEAD BOUNDARY WALK 

 

A large group of children from across the school will be taking on 

the challenge of the Maidenhead Boundary Walk this weekend,    

all to raise money for the school (and hopefully to have some fun 

and not get too wet!!). Please encourage them to keep going by 

sponsoring them HERE. Thank you very much! We'll let you know 

next week how we all got on.       

                            Tessa Allanson, PTA Secretary  

           

PTA 

Come and have fun at our Spooks and Sparkles Disco on Thursday 24th October! Booking 

opens Monday 7th October for 1 week only.           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Woodhead, Year  2 Parent                

https://www.justgiving.com/page/boundarywalk2024cdpta
https://form.jotform.com/242565889002361
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