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COOKHAM DEAN CHRISTMAS FAIR 

Please see below a flyer for the Cookham Dean Christmas Fair. We have been 

asked to sing at the fair at 2pm. Please let the office know by Friday 

16th October if your child is able to take part. Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

October: 

22nd: Spooks & Sparkles Disco 

22nd: AGM & PTA Meeting @ 

7.30pm (The Jolley Farmer) 

23rd: Break Up 

November: 

2nd: Return to School  

11th: Remembrance Service @ 

10.45am 

13th: Children In Need 

14th: Pond Volunteering  

16th: Anti-Bullying Week 

16th: SEN Parent Support Group 

@ 8.45am 

16th: Y6 @ Science Museum  

17th & 19th: Y1-Y6 Parents 

Evening 

20th: Inset Day 

23rd: Young Shakespeare 

Company Performance  

28th: Cookham Dean Christmas 

Fair 

December: 

2nd: Rocksteady Concert @ 

1.30pm 

10th: Christmas Jumper Day 

11th: Parent Forum @ 2.30pm 

15th: Carol Service @ 9.30am 

18th: SEN Parent Support Group 

@ 8.45am 

18th: Break Up @ 2.15pm 

 

EVENTS NEXT WEEK  

OCTOBER 

 

Saturday 10th: 

* World Mental Health Day  

Monday 12th: 

* Y6 NCMP 

* SEN Parent Support Group @ 

8.45am 

Tuesday 13th: 

* Y2 @ Reading Museum 

* Reception Parents Evening 

Thursday 15th: 

* Reception Parents Evening  

Friday 16th: 

* Y5 Ufton Court Meeting @ 9am  

MRS REEKIE’S MESSAGE 

I am very happy to announce that Cookham Dean Primary School has                      

appeared in The Times Top 1000 Primary Schools at 689th. There are just 4 

schools from RBWM higher than us in this table. Schools are ranked using the                  

average scaled scores achieved by Year 6 pupils. Of course, we know that we 

are much more than excellent results! I am currently conducting tours of our 

school for September 2027 Reception intake and on the tours, one of the                

comments that reoccurs is how happy and confident our children are - and that 

cannot be measured. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

HEADTEACHER FOR THE MORNING 

Hugo in Year 3 won the opportunity to be headteacher for the morning by 

guessing the closest time it took for the Cookham Dean Primary School go-kart 

to complete the race at the Gravity Grand Prix. So on Friday 11th December, 

Hugo will be in charge - watch out for his plans in the newsletter. 

RECEPTION PARENTS EVENING 

Thank you for all signing up for the parents evenings next week. They will take 

place in the Reception classroom. We will run a strict 10 minutes per child so that 

other parents are not delayed. Please do not close the KS1 gate behind you so 

that parents can come in. Thank you.  

ISINGPOP 

As you know the children were asked to record the songs learnt this year so that 

they can be used to teach other schools. You can find the recording link HERE. 

Password: cookhamdeanalbumfiles. Enjoy! 

https://isingpop.org/cookham-dean-isingpop-8/


 

YEAR 6 NETBALL 

 

 

On Wednesday 30th September, our Year 6 netball team         

travelled to All Saints School for a match. It was a really     

fun and enjoyable game, and the team played brilliantly    

to win 4–0. Gigi scored the most goals, and Zain was  

named Player of the Match. Well done to everyone        

who took part, and thank you to Mrs Reekie for                             

organising the fixture. 

Sophie D, Year 6 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY 

As part of our World Mental Health Day activities next week, we are encouraging  

our children to think about the small things we can all do to look after our                         

mental wellbeing and support the people around us. Each day, each class will               

be thinking about one small act they can do for themselves or others to support 

their mental health.  

Mental health is something we all have, and looking after it is important at every  

age. If you would like to find out more, the following resources offer practical                  

advice and support for adults and families: 

  NHS Every Mind Matters - practical tips for managing stress, improving sleep, 

connecting with others and looking after your wellbeing. You can also complete 

the free Mind Plan to receive personalised suggestions. 

  Mind - Supporting a Young Person - advice for parents and carers about talking to children 

and young people about their mental health and wellbeing. 

  Mental Health Foundation - information and resources to help families learn more about mental 

health and wellbeing. 

Remember, looking after our mental health doesn't have to mean making big changes. Sometimes 

small, positive actions - talking to someone, getting outside, being active, taking time to rest or doing 

something we enjoy - can make a difference. 

                           Mrs Lodge & the Emotional Wellbeing Ambassadors 

READATHON 

  October Readathon! 

Our whole-school Readathon starts this October! Children from Reception to Year 6 will receive a 

Readathon Passport with fun reading challenges to complete throughout the month. 

The aim is simple - read, have fun and raise money for our school! Children can read independently, 

with a grown-up or enjoy listening to a story. 

⭐ How it works 

Complete the weekly challenges in your Readathon Passport and record   

your progress. There’s no pressure to complete everything - we just want     

everyone to enjoy getting involved! 

  Sponsor your child 

Ask family, friends, grandparents and neighbours to sponsor your child for       

taking part. Simply share our sponsorship link or QR code so they can                         

donate online.  

Every donation helps support additional resources and opportunities for our children. 

Ready, set… READ!  ❤️ 

                 Maddi Parkinson, PTA Chair 

https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/
https://www.mind.org.uk/for-young-people/information-for-parents/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/our-work/campaigns/world-mental-health-day?scrlybrkr=5b97f36b
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/cdreadathon2026


 

SCHOOL NEWS 

MAIDENHEAD BOUNDARY WALK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

On Sunday 4th October, a beautiful sunny day,    

a group of more than 50 from Cookham Dean      

Primary School took part in the Maidenhead 

Boundary Walk, organised by Maidenhead   

Bridge Rotary Club. The walk takes in just over 13 

miles of roads and countryside around                           

Maidenhead and 17 children from school                   

completed the walk from Years 1 to 6! Such a            

brilliant achievement, and a very long way for 

some little legs. The group has already raised £610 

for their efforts, but if anyone else would like to 

sponsor them the JustGiving page is still open. 

Tori Dixon, Y6 Parent 

FRIENDSHIP AMBASSADORS 

Last week, our Year 2 children expertly delivered 

speeches to apply to become Friendship                         

Ambassadors. We were overwhelmed by the 

number of fantastic applications! Our Year 5 and 

6 Emotional Wellbeing Ambassadors decided that 

everyone would make a fantastic ambassador, so 

we have created three groups - one for each 

term - meaning everyone gets a turn. 

The Friendship Ambassadors will be out on the 

playground every day, helping children to find 

and make new friends to play with. 

Congratulations to all our wonderful Friendship 

Ambassadors! 

Mrs Lodge, Year 2 Teacher  

POND 

Over the summer we had some wonderful volunteers who came to clear the pond (in the bottom right 

hand corner of the field!). It was completely overgrown and has a hole in the lining - not very                      

conducive to pond life. We are very keen to get this wonderful resource up and running again and the 

PTA have agreed to fund the renovation. We need to put in the new lining and are asking for                        

volunteers to help. Please let the office know by Friday 6th November if you are able to. Thank you.  

Date & Time: 14th November, 10am - 12.30PM  

Resources: 4 volunteers to clear the pond and 2 to finish the painting the fence  

Tools: Bring a garden fork - small ones work very well. Plus gardening gloves.  

Objective: To clear the pond and prepare the old liner in preparation for laying down the new liner.  

Clothing: Waterproof walking boots or wellies.  

KS1 THE BIG ACTIVE 60 FESTIVAL 

We went to a really big school and had fun doing 

sports against other teams. We did really well and 

our teacher said we tried our best. 

Maisie, Year 2 

POETRY WORKSHOP 

On Thursday 8th October, the student favourite 

author and poet, Simon Mole, came in. First, he 

met Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 in the hall       

before break and after break he saw Years 3,4,5 

and 6. During the session, himself and his musician 

friend (Gecko) played songs, read poems and 

made poems out of our ideas. Overall, it was a fun 

and interactive experience, and I would                        

recommend it for other schools. See the attached 

poem by Audrey from Year 3 inspired by Simon. 

Jamie, Year 6 

OPEN THE BOOK 

Yesterday, Open the Book came into assembly      

to read a Bible story. They are a group from our 

church who love telling stories and spreading the 

word of God. During the story they involved the 

children by splitting them in half and telling them 

to make horse and carriage noises, they also                   

took three Year 6 volunteers to play parts in the 

Bible reading. The story was about Saul, who                 

was a great follower of Jesus but in Jerusalem                  

anyone who followed Jesus was arrested so Saul 

went up north. On his way, Saul encountered a 

king who was trying to read the Bible. So, Saul 

helped him. Overall, it was a very interactive      

assembly (which always makes it more 

fun). Myself and all the children can't wait for  

them to come back next time!  

Jamie, Year 6 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/boundarywalk2026cdpta


 

SCHOOL NEWS 

The 6 Rs - CHAMPION OF THE WEEK! 

Each week we celebrate children across the school who have encompassed a number of our values: 

Resilience, Responsibility, Readiness, Resourcefulness, Respect & Reflectiveness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOODWIND LESSONS 

Year 2 

Margot 

Year 3 

Max 

Year 6 

Arthur & Rufus 

Year 4 

Thomas 

Year 1 

Mia 

Year 5 

Max 



  

Each week we will be letting you know in this newsletter, a snapshot of what the children have been 

learning in class. For an overview of the term’s work, please go to the class pages on our website 

where you will find more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception This week Reception really enjoyed taking part in the Harvest Festival at                     

Church - thank you for all the kind donations made. In Phonics, Reception 

learned new phonemes including 'ck', 'u, 'e' and 'r' and also practised forming 

these letters. In Literacy the children worked on their first Drawing Club text 

which was 'The Gingerbread man. This included the children drawing and              

describing the main character, and the setting as well as creating their own 

character that the old woman could bake next time. In Maths the children 

learned about patterns and repeated patterns and then went on to create their 

own repeated patterns. Finally, in PE the children continued learning about        

gymnastics which included balancing as well as jumping and landing safely.  

 

Year 1 Year 1 have had another fantastic week of learning! In English, we explored    

adjectives to describe Stanley from our book Stanley’s Stick before writing the 

beginning of the story. In Maths, we have been comparing groups of objects 

using the language of more and fewer, as well as greater than, less than and 

equal to. In Science, we continued learning about our bodies, while in History we 

thought about our favourite memories and shared what makes them special. In 

Computing, we have been learning about the different parts of a computer and 

discovering what each part is called. 

 

Year 2 This week, Year 2 have been enjoying our non-fiction unit in English, finding out 

lots of interesting facts about meerkats. In PE, we have been developing our ball 

skills, focusing on throwing and catching with control. We also had some 

thoughtful discussions about ways we can save water, have been working hard 

on our handwriting and really enjoyed taking part in Active 60 on Tuesday.                

Another great week! 

 

https://www.cookhamdean.org/class-pages/


  

Each week we will be letting you know in this newsletter, a snapshot of what the children have been 

learning in class. For an overview of the term’s work, please go to the class pages on our website 

where you will find more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Year 3 have had a wonderful week. In maths, we have been adding 1s and 10s 

with exchanging. I have been really impressed with the mathematical                      

explanations the children could give. In geography, we have been discussing 

the positives and negatives of living near a volcano. In PSHE, we discussed what 

factors can affect our sleep and created our own 'sleep champion plan.'              

However, the highlight of our week was yesterday's poetry workshop with Simon 

Mole. He inspired us all to write spooky spell poetry, which we are going to use 

to make a KS2 spell book.  

 

Year 4 

 

 

This week in Year 4 we have been finishing our recount about Cogges Farm, 

finished our short story from our book Madame Pamplemousse and have                     

started to write a poem, inspired by Simon Mole, a local poet who visited our 

school yesterday. In maths we have just started look at adding 4-digit numbers 

with one exchange and in science we researched the diets of carnivores,                   

herbivores and omnivores. A very busy week! 

 

Year 5 It has been a great week in Year 5. In maths, the children have been working 

on multiples and factors. They have used their times tables knowledge to find 

highest common multiples and factors. In English, the children finalised their  

biographies, focusing on using formal tone and adverbials for cohesion. In              

history, the children explored why there are different versions of the same Viking 

saga. KS2 were really lucky to have Simon Mole and Gecko in on Thursday for 

an enjoyable spoken word poetry session. The children loved it and it has                

inspired some great writing. 

 

Year 6 I have been incredibly proud of Year 6 this week. In Literacy, we have been           

exploring the powerful emotions of love and grief, creating some sensational 

poetry through personification. We were also fortunate to take part in an                            

inspiring workshop with Simon Mole, which has sparked our creativity and               

motivated us to begin creating our own spell books of poems. In Maths, we 

have been developing our understanding of long multiplication and applying 

our skills to a range of challenging problem-solving activities. In RE, we have 

been studying the Vedas, the sacred Hindu texts. We have explored the                        

heroes, values and messages they contain, using our Windows, Mirrors and 

Doors approach to help us make connections, reflect on our own experiences 

and gain insight into the lives and beliefs of others. 
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